1663.                             SAMUEL PEPYS.                                143
June ist. Begun again to rise betimes by 4 o'clock, and made an end of "The Adventures of Five Houres," and it is a most excellent play. So to my office, where a while and then about several businesses, in my way to my brother's, where I dined (being invited) with Mr. Peter and Dean Honiwood,1 where Tom did give us a very pretty dinner, and we very pleasant, but not very merry, the Dean being but a weak man, though very good. I was forced to rise, being in haste to St. James's to attend the Duke, and left them to end their dinner; but the Duke having been a-hunting to-day, and so lately come home and gone to bed, we could not see him, and Mr. Coventry being out of the house too, we walked away to White Hall and there took coach, and I with Sir J. Minnes to the Strand Maypole; 2 and there 'light out of his coach, and walked to the New Theatre, which, since the King's players are gone to the Royal one, is this day begun to be. employed by the fencers to play prizes at.3 And here I came and saw the first prize I ever saw in my life: and it was between one Mathews, who did beat at all weapons, and one Westwicke,
1  See note on the three brothers Honywoocl, vol. ii., p. 159.
2 The maypole in the Strand stood on the site of the church of St. Mary-le-Strand, and was a well-known object in 1634, when Captain Bailey set up there a stand for his hackney coaches.    It was taken clown by the Puritans, and re-erected in the first year after Charles II.'s restoration.    In William Stow's "Remarks on London," 1722, it is said that Clarges the farrier set it up in honour of his daughter having arrived at the dignity of Duchess of Albemarle, but the statement does not appear to have any authority.    The maypole was of great height, but it was gradually reduced by storms of wind, and in 1717, when it was removed to Wanstead, there were only twenty feet of the pole remaining.
" Amid that area wide they took their stand, Where the tall maypole once o'erlooked the Strand, And now (so Anne and piety ordain) A church collects the saints of Drury Lane."
Pope's Dunciadt book ii.
St. Mary's was the first finished of the fifty new churches to be built by Queen Anne's act of parliament.
"What's not destroyed by Time's devouring Hand? Where's Troy, and where's the May-pole in the Strand?"
Bramston's Art of Politicks^ 1731.
8 The theatre which the King's Company under Killigrew had left for the new Drury Lane Theatre was in Vere Street, Clare Market, and had previously been occupied as Gibbons's Tennis Court.fraud, and in 1678 she was executed at Tyburn for stealing a piece of plate in Chancery Lane.I.arms are described.    The African House was in Leadenhall Street. and silver, is very
